Deinstitutionalization: who is left behind?
A study of the demographic and clinical characteristics of 137 patients in a state hospital in Massachusetts on a single day in March 1977, well after the state's massive deinstitutionalization program was in effect, showed that the patients who remained in the hospital needed a high level of care, lacked social relationships, were acutely psychotic, or were dangerous to themselves or to others. The author compares this patient population with patients in all other state mental hospitals in Massachusetts and those in the United States. He believes that an answer to the question "Who is left behind?" is essential for state hospital staff members who must treat these patients and is also important for those planning community programs.